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00  RUEHAG  RUEHAO  RUEHAP  RUEHAT  RUEHBC  RUEHBI  RUEHBL  RUEHBZ  RUEHCD 
RUEHCHI  RUEHCI  RUEHCN  RUEHDA  RUEHDE  RUEHDF  RUEHDT  RUEHDU  RUEHED  RUEHEL 
RUEHFK  RUEHFL  RUEHGA  RUEHGD  RUEHGH  RUEHGI  RUEHGR  RUEHHA  RUEHHM  RUEHHO 
RUEHHT  RUEHIHL  RUEHIK  RUEHJO  RUEHJS  RUEHKN  RUEHKR  RUEHKSO  RUEHKUK 
RUEHKW  RUEHLA  RUEHLH  RUEHLN  RUEHLZ  RUEHMA  RUEHMC  RUEHMJ  RUEHMR  RUEHMRE 
RUEHMT  RUEHNAG  RUEHNG  RUEHNH  RUEHNL  RUEHNP  RUEHNZ  RUEHPA  RUEHPB  RUEHPD 
RUEHPOD  RUEHPT  RUEHPW  RUEHQU  RUEHRD  RUEHRG  RUEHRN  RUEHROV  RUEHRS 
RUEHTM  RUEHTRO  RUEHVC  RUEHVK  RUEHYG 
DE  RUEHC  #8329  2311117 
ZNR  UUUUU  ZZH 
O 181112Z  AUG  08 
FM  SECSTATE  WASHDC 

TO  ALL  DIPLOMATIC  AND  CONSULAR  POSTS  COLLECTIVE  IMMEDIATE 

INFO  RUEHTRO /AMEMBASSY  TRIPOLI  IMMEDIATE  2294 

RHEHAAA/WHITE  HOUSE  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE  3517 

RHEHNSC/NSC  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE  1261 

RUEKJCS/ SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE 

RUEKJCS/ SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC/ /USD : SOLIC/ / IMMEDIATE 

RHRMAKS/ COMFIFTHFLT  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFIUU/ COMSIXTHFLT  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFIUU/NGA  HQ  BETHESDA  MD  IMMEDIATE 

RHMCSUU/ COMSOCEUR  VAIHINGEN  GE  IMMEDIATE 

RHHJJAA/JICPAC  PEARL  HARBOR  HI  IMMEDIATE 

RHHMUNA/HQ  USPACOM  HONOLULU  HI  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFIUU/ CDR  USSOCOM  MACD ILL  AFB  FL  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFISS/CDR  USCENTCOM  MACDILL  AFB  FL  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFIUU/ CDR  USJFCOM  NORFOLK  VA  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFISS/CDR  USEUCOM  VAIHINGEN  GE  IMMEDIATE 

RUEADWD/DA  WASHINGTON  DC//DAPE : PRO/DAPE :M0//  IMMEDIATE 

RUEADWD/DA  WASHINGTON  DC/ /DAPE-PRR-C/ / IMMEDIATE 

RUEADWD/DA  WASHINGTON  DC//DAMO-AOC-CAT//PCC//  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFIUU/ CDR  USSTRATCOM  OFFUTT  AFB  NE  IMMEDIATE 

RHEFDIA/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE 

RHEFDIA/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//TWC//  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFISS/ JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFISS/ JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC/ / J- 1 / / J-3 : JOD/ / IMMEDIATE 

RHMFISS/CDR  USSOUTHCOM  MIAMI  FL  IMMEDIATE 

RUMIAAA/HQ  USSOUTHCOM  J2  MIAMI  FL  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFISS/HQ  USSOUTHCOM  J3  MIAMI  FL  IMMEDIATE 

RUEAIIA/ CIA  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE  6532 

RHMCSUU /FBI  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE  0822 

UNCLAS  STATE  088329 

SENSITIVE 

SIPDIS 

E.O.  12958:  N/A 

TAGS:  AEMR  ASEC  CASC  KFLO  MARR  PREL  PINR 
AMGT , GG 

SUBJECT:  TFGG01:  GEORGIA  TASK  FORCE  SITUATION  REPORT  NO.  21 
RUSSIAN  DEPARTURE  UNCONFIRMED;  KOKOITY  SEEKS  ARMY  BASE 


IQ.  (SBU)  Embassy  Tbilisi  cannot  confirm  the  movements  of  Russian 
troops,  though  journalists  traveling  between  Gori  and  Tbilisi  told 
post  the  troops  expect  to  depart  ?soon.?  (TF/Embassy  Tbilisi 
telcon ) 

12.  (U)  De  facto  South  Ossetian  President  Kokoity  dismissed  his 
cabinet  due  to  delays  in  the  distribution  of  humanitarian 
assistance.  Kokoity  also  signed  a state  of  emergency  order  and 
established  an  economic  reconstruction  commission  for  Tskhinvali 
and  surrounding  areas,  (themoscowtimes.com) 

13 . (U)  Kokoity  told  the  media  Pinternational  observers  will  no 
longer  be  present  on  the  territory  of  South  Ossetia,?  and 
indicated  he  would  seek  a permanent  Russian  military  base  in  the 
disputed  region.  (Reuters) 

MERKEL,  IN  TBILISI,  CALLS  FOR  NATO  MEMBERSHIP 


14.  (U)  The  German  Chancellor  said,  ?Georgia  will  become  a member 
of  NATO,  if  it  wants  to  - and  it  does  want  to.?  The  statement 
signaled  a change  in  Germany's  stance  on  Georgia's  NATO 


membership,  according  to  the  press.  (AP) 

115.  (SBU)  The  OSCE  has  yet  to  request  airlift  support  from  member 
states  for  the  armored  personnel  carriers  needed  for  its 
additional  observers  in  Georgia.  (TF/Embassy  Tbilisi  telcon) 

IDP  ASSISTANCE  CONTINUES;  TURKEY  HELPS  WITH  FIRES 


1.6.  (SBU)  Embassy  Tbilisi  estimates  15-20,000  people  will  remain 
permanent  IDPs  following  the  withdrawal  of  Russian  troops.  Post 
is  encouraging  the  Georgian  government  to  publicize  assistance 
networks,  including  clinics,  currently  available  for  the  80,000 
displaced  persons  in  Tbilisi.  (TF/Embassy  Tbilisi  telcon) 

1[7 . (SBU)  An  Embassy  Tbilisi  team  will  travel  to  Poti  with 
representatives  of  the  World  Food  Programme  to  distribute  unused 
MREs  from  planned  military  training.  (TF/Embassy  Tbilisi  telcon) 

1[8 . (SBU)  Embassy  Tbilisi  confirms  Turkish  aircraft  are  now 
assisting  the  fight  against  forest  fires  in  Borjomi.  (TF/Embassy 
Tbilisi  telcon) 

19 . (SBU)  As  of  August  17,  overall  USG  humanitarian  assistance 
totals  approximately  $4.2  million  in  emergency  relief,  including 
bedding,  blankets,  and  medical  supplies.  (TF/USAID  e-mail) 

1.10.  (U)  Minimize  considered. 

RICE 


